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Dear Ms. Her:

‘We are submitting comments on the State Water Resources Control Board’s March 24, 2006
proposed Statewide General Waste Discharge Requircments for Sewage Collection Agencies
(WDR). We commend the Board for developing 2 statewide strategy 10 reduce sanifary sewer
overflows from collection systems. We offer suggested modifications to clarify the WDR
requirements and the basis for these requirements as described in the fact sheet. EPA supports the
proposed WDR and we urge the Board to adopt the WDR with these modifications.

This WDR has grown out of a collaborative process involving numerous stakeholder groups
in the SSO Guidance Committee.. In the course of developing this WDR, the Board grappled with
and resolved a number of difficult issues. The Board decided to issue the WDR as 2 non-NPDES
WDR, provide enforcement considerstions for unavoidable spills and retain the standand federal
provisions in NPDES permits for Publicly Owned Treaiment Works (POTWs) collection systems.
EPA agrees with the Board’s resolution of each of these issnes. Having resolved these issues, our
remaining comments deal with clarification of terminology and procedures in the WDR and Fact

S_heet.
Relationship of the Proposed General WDR to Existing WDRs and NPDES Permits

In the “Incorporating Existing Permits™ section of the Fact Sheet, the Board recognizes that,
after adoption of the proposed WDR, some sanitary sewer systems may be subject to requirements
in existing WDRs and NPDES permits as well as the new statewide general WDR. A< POTW-
owned sewer systems must be covered by an NPDES permit, these systems will inevitably be
covered by both the new statewide WDR and their NPDES permits. EPA agrees with the principles

- and procedures described in the Fact Sheet ang paragraph 11 of the proposed WDR for minimizing
confusion between requirements of the new WDR and existing sanitary sewer sysiem requirements
(including NPDES penmits). We offer to work with Board staff to develop additional guidance for
Regional Board permit writers io help minimize eonflicting permit requirements and ensure as much
consistency as possible. We recognize NPDES permit modifications must comply with EPA’s anti-
backsliding regulation {40 CFR 122.44(1)), which can be addressed in our joint guidance.




